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JFK Conspiracy 
Book Bites The Dust 



By David L. Ulin 



I T HAS BEEN twenty-six years since John F. 
Kennedy was cut down by sniper fire in 
Dallas, but those six seconds have never 
stopped reverberating in our national psyche. 
Just take a look at the assassination books that 
arrive each November with the regularity of 
Thanksgiving turkeys being taken dSwn to the 
killing floor. This year brings Jim Marrs’s Cross- 
fire, a hefty compendium of eyewitness accounts 
” = — — , and researchers' theo- 

ries. Marrs, a Texas 
journalist who teaches 
the only college-level 
I assassination course in 
the country (theory, 
not how-to) , offers 
what he calls a com- 
prehensive overview, 
including, of course, 
his own particular 
slant on what hap- 
pened that day, one 
that — surprise, sur- 
prise — deviates com- 
pletely from the offi- 
cial line. 

Now don’t get me 
wrong: I'm not putting 
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the critics down. To believe fife W^ren C 

y ° U ’ d haVC l ° aCCe P‘ thstt Ue Harvey 
Oswald was just a crazy Commie who acted 
alone, a mediocre marksman who wanted noth- 
ing more than to blast himself onto history’s 
ront page with a semiautomatic rifle and a 
crypttc half-grin, and who, in the process 
pulled ofT the precision shoot of the century. 
But while critics have, over the years, pulled 
ogether an enormous amount of important 
and original research — often uncovering docu- 
mentary evidence the U.S. government, with all 
of its resources, never did— at this late date, 
most of the major discoveries have long ago 
been made, and assassination literature is get- 
ting harder and harder to justify. 

Actually, this issue is one that Crossfire 
attempts to address. One reason for an encyclo- 
pedic approach, Marrs explains, is the sheer 
volume of material the Kennedy assassination 
has generated. He calls his work “a distillation 
of the numerous books, articles, and documen- 
taries that have been produced over the years.'* 



m S ? unres olved a case, this route can have 
real problems, a point Marrs unwittingly proves 
again and again. For while he seems to want to 
nL°^ eCl ^ e “ he do Sg ed, y dialogs names, 
CVe ? tS in 3 nal and ‘^Personal 
voice-Marrs undercuts -his efforts by failing to 
offer euher footnotes or an index, and by 
including a photo section that is largely irrele- 
vant to much of his material. An ove^iew, after 
all, must primarily be connective, and the 
exclusion of all this essential information casts 
us into a kind of factual no man’s land, with no 
external context in which to ground Marrs's 

assertions and observations. 

Then, of course, there’s the nasty problem of 
conclusions, of all the facts and theories being 
mantpiilated to serve a specific end— a circum- 
stance that blasts through Crossfires veneer of 
objectivity as surely as S any ass^sin’s buhet 
Marrs subscribes to what I call the “Palace 
: theory: That, from the Mob to Hoover 

j '°r3 P eo P. le at *e highest levels of 

power collaborated either implicidy or explicit- 
j If m . 3 Machiavellian plot that was held to be in 
: their mutual interests. It’s a nice theory 
: -appropmie, even-in light of the persistent 
: ° °£ th . e Camelot myth. But it’s also 

: unrealistic, for it ignores the first rule of every 
successful conspiracy — keep it tight. ' 

j Meanwhile, critics continue to posit increas- 




fading in and om E liketld^d^In^Tt! 
a sometimes seems that books like this onlv 
help then cause. For. all else aside, itLslikely 

^vek^TT COns P lrac >' was in effect in Dall^ 
n^‘°P£ d fr ° m contacts first made during the 
Bay of Pigs between U.S. intelligence n L„ 
ayes, the Mob, and the Cuban refugee comm.T 
nity, contacts later exploited from Watergate to 
Iran-Contra and beyond. Although Fim mL™ 
clears some of the static from around these con 

th1na°m' hC n eVef the “^nation as any- 
Jhmg more than an isolated incident Want to 
know who killed JFK? Well, you'll have towaU 
or next year s turkey, because this one isn’t giv- 
m g anything away. RRA ^ 




